The genus Salmonella comprises two species: (1) S. enterica, which is divided into six subspecies: S. enterica subspecies enterica (I), S. enterica subspecies salamae (II), S. enterica subspecies arizonae (IIIa), S. enterica subspecies diarizonae (IIIb), S. enterica subspecies houtenae (IV) and S. enterica subspecies indica (VI); and (2) S. bongori (formely called S. enterica subspecies bongori V). Species and subspecies can be distinguished on the basis of differential characters, and these, through antigenic formulas, into 2,501 serovars. Usually the 1,478 serovars that belong to the enterica species enterica subspecies (I) colonize the enteric tract of warm-blooded animals, while the other 1,023 serovars belonging to subspecies of the II, IIIa, IIIb, IV and VI and to species S. bongori are found in cold-blooded animals and in the environment (Popoff 2001) .
Considering the presence of Salmonella in snakes, as previously described (Hinshaw & McNeil 1945 , Zwart 1960 , Biggland & Fox 1967 , Mayer & Frank 1974 , Cambre et al. 1980 , Onderka & Finlayson 1985 , Ackman et al. 1995 , Sá & Solari 2001 , we established a survey for Salmonella organisms in Brazilian snakes maintained at the ofidarium of the Instituto de Biologia do Exército. One previously unknown serovar and one serological variant belonging to Salmonella IIIb were found.
In our methodology, cloacal swabs from snakes (Crotalus durissus) were introduced in Cary-Blair transport medium (Difco) and pre-enriched in 10 ml of Buffered Peptone Water (Merck) incubated 16-18 h at 37 o C. An aliquot of 0.1 ml was transferred to 10 ml of RappaportVassiliadis (Merck). After incubation at 37 o C for 18 to 24 h, the broth was streaked onto indicative selective media (Hektoen Enteric Agar, Merck). After incubation at 37 o C for 18 to 24 h, three to five colonies suspected of Salmonella, were submitted to preliminary biochemical identification using Triple Sugar Iron Agar, Lysine Iron Agar and Urea Broth (Merck). Strains presenting a biochemical profile suggestive of Salmonella were submitted to additional biochemical tests (Ewing 1986 ). The strains confirmed as Salmonella were differentiated in species and subspecies (Popoff 2001) . Both strains were recognized as belonging to S. enterica subspecies diarizonae (Table) .
Before performing the antigenic characterization (rapid slide agglutination), each culture was tested for smooth (S) or rough phase (R) by inspection of suspensions made done in 2% saline solution. Once in the smooth phase, the cultures were serotyped by using Salmonella OH polyvalent antiserum (Fundação Oswaldo Cruz), somatic (O) and flagellar (H) polyvalent antisera and the respective monovalent antisera (Difco and Sanofi-Pasteur) (Popoff 2001) . One of the strains (strain no. 4, also de- 
